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PREFACE
he Institute of Policy Studies represents a small effort in the nongovernmental sector to promote discussion and research on some of the critical na- tional issues. Allah be praised, during the past 13 years, we had over 100 publications and around 1,000 reports on different subjects. Our main interest had been in the fields of economics, education, foreign policy, and empirical studies of our polity.
In foreign policy, our work has been selective, concentrating more on immediate neighbours, particularly Afghanistan, Iran, Central Asia, and India. Our reference point has always been Islam and self-reliance of the Muslim Ummah in general and Pakistan in particular. Within this framework, we seek participation from all sections of informed opinion, professionals, scholars, and others involved in policy-making, including even politicians, hoping it will lead to a greater awareness and a broader consensus.
In any such exercise differences are inevitable; for we believe that genuine differences are a blessing they provide a broad spectrum of views and thus enhance our understanding of a subject. If we succeed in engaging ourselves in serious discussions and foster a dialogue within different sections of our society, we would feel more than compensated. We believe that
Na



tional awareness on strategic issues is a primary concern. Unfortunately, our tradition of serious discussion, of painstaking research, and of honest exchange of opinion is rather weak.
Doubtless, close-door diplomacy has a certain role to play, yet it is a foreign policy imperative to have an increased national input. A democratic and Islamic society, based on shura, presupposes the tradition of participation in decision-making. By enlarging the scope of discussion on national issues, we can help strengthen this tradition. We also hope such a discussion would be a prelude to evolving some kind of a national consensus, for in foreign policy its need is much greater than in any other field. I have reason to believe that Foreign Policy Debate The Years Ahead will achieve, if not all, some of these objectives.
Khurshid Ahmad

